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500 I ndi ana Avenue, N.W, Room 1500
At t endi ng: F. Weisberg P. Hyde
T. Kane S. Gervasoni
E. Silbert K. Hunt
C. wellford M Sedgew ck
R Johnson C. Chanhatasilipa
R WIkins R. Ri gsbhy
J. Garrett J. Sassman
N. Joyce J. Abely
H. Cushenberry M G Terrel
E. Lotke
B. Erhardt

l. Call to order at 5:15 p.m
1. Proposal by M. Robert WIKkins

Attached is a copy of the proposal by M. WIKkins
(Attachnent).

[11. Conmments and Questions

Charles Wellford: |In addition to being responsive to the
| egislation, how will the proposed framework inprove
sentencing in D.C ?

Answer : Assures that the change will be inpact
neutral, no small acconplishnent. Also serves to

encourage internmedi ate sanctions. Also provides a
framework for future progress, even sentencing

gui del i nes.

Earl Silbert: VLife terms with cap on years to serve nake
sense. Beyond that, isn’'t capping all other offenses
indicate a distrust of judges? How wll it be viewed by



ot her actors in the system prosecutors, police, Council,
etc.?

Answer: Attenpts to return the systemto the status quo
t hat existed before offenders required to serve 85% of a
determ nate sentence.

Judge Weisberg: Not greatly concerned with the accuracy
of the values for caps. | believe it does reflect high
end sentences. Problens are 3-fold:

1. Maxi mum nunbers do not allow for atypically

severe cases that should fall above them

2. Exchanges a soft cap for a hard cap

3. Supervised rel ease val ues are too high
Suggests that departures be allowed for a |ist of
aggravating factors.

Ransey Johnson: Caps the upper end of sentences but not
the bottom end. Cuidelines (perhaps voluntary) would
reduce reconmend soft caps on both | ower and upper ends.
Gui delines informdiscretion without elimnating it.
Nol a Joyce echoed M. Johnson’s concerns.

Tom Kane: Hypot heti cal sentencing guidelines system
coul d use nmuch the sane | ogic.

Patrick Hyde: Conpati ble with sentenci ng gui delines.

Several menbers: Reliance on tine served data that is
still inperfect.



