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SUBJECT: Youth Rehabilitation Act Eligibility: 2022 – 2024  

 

This data response includes a high-level evaluation of sentencing trends using data sourced from the 

Superior Court of the District of Columbia (Superior Court). The data contains information on Youth 

Rehabilitation Act (YRA) eligible sentences made between January 1, 2022, and December 31, 2024. This 

data response includes analyses aimed at addressing three research questions: 

 

1) How many defendants under the age of 22 were eligible for a YRA sentence? 

 

2) How many Carjacking, Armed Carjacking, Assault with Intent to Kill While Armed, and Robbery 

While Armed offenses were eligible for a YRA sentence? 

 

3) How many defendants were categorically ineligible for a YRA sentence due to the offense of 

conviction? 

 

The YRA provides judges with additional discretion when sentencing a “youth offender” who was under 

the age of 25 at the time of the commission of an offense other than Murder, First Degree Murder that 

Constitutes an Act of Terrorism, Second Degree Murder that Constitutes an Act of Terrorism, First Degree 

Sexual Abuse, Second Degree Sexual Abuse, and First Degree Child Sexual Abuse, including if the offense 

was committed While Armed (w/a).1 2 The YRA permits sentencing “youth offenders” to terms below any 

otherwise applicable mandatory minimum. When a YRA sentence is legally available, whether sentencing 

pursuant to the YRA is appropriate entirely within the sentencing judge’s discretion. 

 

The Commission’s YRA data is limited because data received from the Court does not allow the agency to 

determine with 100% certainty whether a sentence was imposed pursuant to the YRA. Additionally, due to 

the manner in which conviction data is recorded and transmitted to the Commission, the Commission is 

unable to distinguish between a conviction for general felony conspiracy and a conviction for conspiracy to 

commit a specific underlying felony offense. However, the Commission is able to identify the population 

of YRA eligible defendants based on their age at offense (under 25 at the time of the offense) and offense 

of conviction (offenses that are or are not eligible for a YRA sentence). The complete list of offenses not 

eligible for a YRA sentence contained in this analysis is as follows: 

 
1 D.C. Code § 24-901(6). 
2 A conviction for an attempt or conspiracy to commit a non-eligible offense is eligible for a YRA sentence. For example, while 

a conviction for Murder is ineligible for a YRA sentence, a conviction for Conspiracy to Commit Murder is eligible. 
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• Murder I w/a 

• Murder II 

• Murder II w/a 

• First Degree Sexual Abuse 

• First Degree Sexual Abuse w/a 

• First Degree Child Sexual Abuse 

• First Degree Child Sexual Abuse w/a 

 

There were no youth offenders sentenced for First Degree Murder that Constitutes an Act of Terrorism, 

Second Degree Murder that Constitutes an Act of Terrorism, Murder I (unarmed), or Second Degree Sexual 

Abuse (armed and unarmed) between 2022 and 2024.  

 

Please note that the data used for this request is live data, meaning it is continuously updated and therefore 

may not exactly match the data included in prior Commission publications. Additionally, the data only 

includes original sentences. Therefore, the information does not include felony sentences following a 

remand from the Court of Appeals, a probation revocation, the granting of an Incarceration Reduction 

Amendment Act motion, or other post-sentencing modifications.  
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I. YRA Eligible Defendants Under the Age of 22 (Individual Defendant Level 

Analysis) 
 

 
Between January 1, 2022 and December 31, 2024, there were a total of 1,133 youth offenders under the age 

of 25 (aged 16 – 24) sentenced for felony offenses in Superior Court, constituting 30% of the total number 

of defendants (3,743) sentenced for felony offenses in Superior Court during this timeframe. 3 Ninety-six 

percent (96%, n=1,087) of youth offenders under the age of 25 were sentenced for a YRA eligible offense.  

 

During this timeframe, 685 youth offenders sentenced in Superior Court were under the age of 22 (aged 16 

– 21) at the time of the offense, representing 60% of the youth offenders under the age of 25. A majority 

(95%, n=651) of the youth offenders under the age of 22 were sentenced for a YRA eligible offense. Only 

5% (n=34) of youth offenders under the age of 22 at the time of the offense were sentenced for an offense 

ineligible for a YRA sentence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 The age of each individual refers to their age at the time the offense was committed. In infrequent cases where an offense date is not 

provided, the arrest date is used instead. 
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II. Requested YRA Eligible Violent Offenses (Count Level Analysis) 
 

 

Between 2022 and 2024, there were 5,410 adult felony counts sentenced in Superior Court, made up of 

5,282 (98%) YRA eligible offenses and 128 (2%) YRA ineligible offenses. Approximately a third (33%, 

n=1,761) of the YRA eligible offenses were committed by a YRA eligible defendant (a youth aged 16 – 24 

at the time of the offense). 

 

The table below shows the number of Robbery While Armed (Robbery w/a), Assault with Intent to Kill 

While Armed (AWIK w/a), Carjacking, Armed Carjacking, Attempted Carjacking, and Attempted Robbery 

w/a counts sentenced in Superior Court between 2022 and 2024, and the proportion of these offenses that 

were eligible for a YRA sentence because the defendant was a youth offender (aged 16 – 24 at the time of 

the offense). Please note that the table does not encompass every YRA eligible offense sentenced between 

2022 and 2024, it only presents the requested offenses.  

 

The percentages in the table are based on the count level and represent the proportion of sentenced counts 

where the defendant was under 25 years old at the time of the offense. For instance, out of the 75 total 

Robbery w/a counts sentenced between 2022 and 2024, 52 (69%) involved defendants under the age of 25 

at the time of the offense. Since defendants can be convicted of multiple charges within the same case, there 

may be discrepancies between the number of YRA eligible counts and the number of youth offenders. 

 

Over half of the sentenced counts for each requested offense were YRA eligible, meaning the defendant 

was between the ages of 16 and 24 at the time of the offense (i.e. youth offender).  

 
 

Total Counts 

Sentenced 

Proportion of YRA Eligible Counts 

 

Youth Offenders 

Robbery w/a 

75 
69% 

(n=52 counts) 
47 youth offenders 

AWIK w/a 

67 
61% 

(n=41) 
14 youth offenders 

Carjacking 

25 
60% 

(n=15) 
15 youth offenders 

Armed Carjacking 

7 
71% 

(n=5) 
5 youth offenders 

Attempted Carjacking 
8 

63% 

(n=5) 
4 youth offenders 

Attempted Robbery w/a  

3 
67% 

(n=2) 
2 youth offenders 
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III. YRA Ineligible Defendants (Individual Level Analysis) 
 

 

Between 2022 and 2024, there were 1,133 youth offenders (defendants aged 16 – 24 at the time of the 

offense) sentenced in Superior Court. Of the total number of youth offenders sentenced, four percent (4%, 

n=46) were convicted of offenses ineligible for a YRA sentence.4 The table below shows the number of 

youth offenders sentenced for each offense that is ineligible for a YRA sentence.5 Notably, 46% (n=21) of 

the youth offenders who were sentenced for an offense ineligible for a YRA sentence due to the offense of 

conviction were convicted of Murder II w/a.  

 

The following YRA ineligible offenses were not present in the data for this timeframe:  

- First Degree Murder that Constitutes an Act of Terrorism 

- Second Degree Murder that Constitutes an Act of Terrorism 

- Murder I (unarmed) 

- Second Degree Sexual Abuse (unarmed) 

- Second Degree Sexual Abuse w/a 

 
YRA Ineligible Offenses Number of Youth Offenders 

Murder II w/a 21 

Murder I w/a 14 

Murder II 7 

First Degree Sexual Abuse w/a 2 

First Degree Sexual Abuse 1 

First Degree Child Sexual Abuse w/a 1 

First Degree Child Sexual Abuse  1 

 

 

 
4 Convictions for Murder, First Degree Murder that Constitutes an Act of Terrorism, Second Degree Murder that Constitutes an Act of 

Terrorism, First Degree Sexual Abuse, Second Degree Sexual Abuse, or First Degree Child Sexual Abuse, including any offense committed 

While Armed, are ineligible for a YRA sentence. 
5 A single defendant was sentenced in two separate cases for one count of First Degree Sexual Abuse w/a and one count of First Degree Child 

Sexual Abuse w/a; this defendant has been counted twice in the table.  


