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In 2024, the number of adult Carjacking convictions 

significantly increased by 229%; this is the greatest rate 

of change for Carjacking convictions observed during this 

time period.  

--- 

Only 17% of adult Carjacking counts sentenced in 2024 

were filed that same year. Comparatively, the majority 

(57%) of adult Carjacking sentences imposed in 2024 

belonged to cases that were filed in 2023.  

 

 

Carjacking: [A person] knowingly by force or 

violence, whether against resistance or by sudden or 

stealthy seizure or snatching, or by putting in fear, 

or attempts to do so, shall take a motor vehicle from 

a person’s immediate actual possession, or that 

person knowingly by force or violence, or by 

putting in fear, shall take a key to a motor vehicle 

from the immediate actual possession of another 

person, while that motor vehicle is within the line 

of sight of the person or the victim and close to the 

vehicle that the person taking the key to the motor 

vehicle can take immediate possession of it, with 

the purpose and effect of immediately taking the 

motor vehicle of another. D.C. Code § 22–2803. 

 

 

 

Sentencing Information 

•   Carjacking convictions represented approximately 0.5% of all original adult 

felony counts sentenced between 2015 and 2024 in D.C. Superior Court. 
  

•  Unarmed Carjacking convictions represented 69% of all adult Carjacking 

counts sentenced between 2015 and 2024.  

 
•  96% of all adult Carjacking convictions resulted in a Guidelines Compliant 

Prison (including Long Split and Life) sentence.  

➢ Unarmed Carjacking has a 7-year mandatory minimum sentence 

requirement, while Armed Carjacking has a 15-year mandatory 

minimum sentence requirement. Attempted Unarmed Carjacking 

does not have a mandatory minimum. 
  

•  Average Prison sentence imposed for each type of Carjacking conviction: 

➢ Armed Carjacking: 15 years (177 months) 

➢ Unarmed Carjacking: 7 years (87 months) 

➢ Attempted Unarmed Carjacking: 1.4 years (17 months) 
   

•  83% of all adult Carjacking convictions were resolved via a plea agreement, 

and 17% were the result of a jury trial. 
 

• 33% of all adult Carjacking convictions sentenced between 2015 and 2024 

were the result of an accepted Rule 11(c)(1)(C) plea. 
 

• Between 2015 and 2024 in Superior Court, 65% of the adult Carjacking 

convictions were eligible under the Youth Rehabilitation Act (YRA) since 

the defendant was under the age of 25 at the time of the offense. 

Criminal History 
•  77% of Carjacking defendants had at least one prior criminal conviction. 

 

• The average Criminal History Score of Carjacking defendants was 1.9, which 

was slightly greater than the average for all adult felony defendants 

sentenced between 2015 and 2024 (1.8).  
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• 99% Male. 
 

• 96% Black. 
 

• Carjacking defendants were younger on average at the time of the 

offense (23 years old) compared to all adult felony defendants (30 years 

old) sentenced between 2015 and 2024.   
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Note: All analyses are conducted on the count level 

➢ 84 counts 

➢ 81 cases 

➢ 81 defendants 


