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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SENTENCING COMMISSION 

Guidelines Manual Edition Comparison: 2023 to 2025 

This handout is intended as a resource to simplify understanding of the structural shift the 2025 
Guidelines Manual underwent. The 2023 Guidelines Manual is presented in the left and middle 
columns with the 2025 Guidelines Manual reference on the right. Please contact the Commission 
for any additional questions. 

Key – 2025 Manual Chapters by Color 
Chapter 1 Chapter 2 Chapter 3 Chapter 4 Chapter 5 
Chapter 6 Chapter 7 Chapter 8 Chapter 9 Chapter 10 
Appendix Online 2023 Manual 2025 Manual Heading 

 

 

2023  Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section(s) 
Chapter 2 Finding the Right Box 1.3.4 

2.1 Determining the Offense Severity Group (OSG) Heading 
2.1.1 Offense(s) of Conviction 2.2 
2.1.2 Offense Severity Groups and the Grids 2.1 
2.1.3 Offense Severity for Accessory After the Fact 

Offenses 
2.4 3.4 

2.2 Calculating Criminal History (CH) Score 3.1, 3.8 
Page 8 Scoring Prior Adult Convictions and Juvenile 

Adjudications 
3.3.1, 3.3.2, 

3.3.3, 3.4  
4.2, 4.3.3 

2.2.1 What is a Prior Conviction or Adjudication 3.2 
2.2.2 Scoring Prior Convictions/Adjudications 3.3 

2023 Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section (s) 
Chapter 1 Overview Heading 

1.1 State of Purpose and Principles 1.1, 1.1.1, 1.1.2 
1.2 Key Features of the Sentencing Guidelines Heading 

1.2.1 Voluntary Guidelines 1.1.1 
1.2.2 Two Grids: The Master Grid and the Drug Grid 1.3.1 
1.2.3 Ranking Offenses 1.3.2 
1.2.4 Criminal History Scores 1.3.3 
1.2.5 Sentencing Options 1.3.5 
1.2.6 Statutory Enhancements 1.3.6 
1.2.7 Departure Principles 1.3.7 
1.2.8 Rules for Consecutive and Concurrent 

Sentences 
1.3.9 

1.2.9 Exceptions 1.3.10 
1.3 Applicability 1.1.3 
1.4 Use of Sentencing Guidelines Manual in Effect 

on the Date of Plea or Verdict 
1.1.4 

1.5 The Commission’s Role in Monitoring and 
Refining the Guidelines 

1.2.1 

1.6 Assistance Using or Applying the Guidelines 1.2.2 
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2.2.3 Which Prior Adult Convictions Count? 3.3.4 4.1.1, 4.1.2, 
4.1.3, 4.1.4, 

4.3.1 
2.2.4 Which Prior Juvenile Adjudications Count? 4.3.2 
2.2.5 Scoring Out-of-District 

Convictions/Adjudications 
5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.5, 5.6 

2.2.6 Offense Severity Group and Scoring of 
Currently Unranked or Amended Statutes 

2.5.1 3.6, 3.6.1 

2.2.7 Scoring a Conviction/Adjudication for an 
Offense That Was Completely Repealed, 
Repealed and Completely Replaced, or 
Partially Repealed/Replaced 

3.2.1, 3.5.1, 3.5.2, 3.7.1, 3.7.3 

2.2.8 Offense Severity Group and Scoring of 
Previously Unranked or Re-Ranked Statutes 

2.5.2 3.6, 3.6.2 

2.2.9 Youth Act Convictions, Sealed or Expunged 
Convictions, Imposition of Sentence 
Suspended Convictions, Convictions Revered 
on Appeal, Pardons, and Convictions Under 
Statutes Later Held to be Unconstitutional 

3.2.1, 3.2.2 

2.2.10 Scoring Military and Foreign Convictions 5.4, 5.4.1, 5.4.1, 5.4.2, 5.4.4 
2.2.11 Scoring Contempt Convictions 3.7.2 
2.2.12 Defendant’s Relationship to Criminal Justice 

System 
6.6 

2.3 Calculating the Overall Score 3.10 
2.4 Challenging the Criminal History Score 3.9 

 

2023 Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section (s) 
Chapter 3 Sentencing Within the Box Chapter 6 Intro 

3.1 What Factors May Not Be Considered 1.1.6 
3.2 Probation Sentences (ESS All) 6.1.4 
3.3 Short Split Sentences (ESS ALL but Six Months 

or Less) 
6.1.3 

3.4 Prison (Prison and Compliant Long Split 
Sentences) 

6.1.1, 6.1.2 

3.5 Mandatory Minimums and Statutory Minimums 6.2, 6.4 
3.6 Statutory Minimums 6.3 
3.7 Revocation Sentences 9.2.1, 9.2.2, 9.2.3 

 

2023 Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section (s) 
Chapter 4 Adjusting the Box 6.5 

 

2023 Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section (s) 
Chapter 5 Sentencing Outside of the Box Chapter 8 Intro 

5.1 Superior Court Rule of Criminal Procedure 
11(c)(1)(C) 

8.6 
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5.2 Departures Heading 
5.2.1 Departure Principles 8.1 
5.2.2 Aggravating Factors 8.3 
5.2.3 Mitigating Factors 8.4 
5.2.4 Limits on the Kind and Duration of a  Sentence 

if there is a Substantial and Compelling Reason 
to Depart 

8.5.1, 8.5.2 

5.2.5 Departure Procedures 8.2, 8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.2.3 
5.3 Not Using the Guidelines 8.7 

 

2023 Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section (s) 
Chapter 6 Consecutive and Concurrent Sentences Chapter 7 Intro 

6.1 Consecutive Sentences 7.1 
6.2 Concurrent Sentences 7.2 
6.3 Judicial Discretion 7.3 

 

2023 Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section (s) 
Chapter 7 Glossary Heading 

7.1 Aggravating Factor 10.1 
7.2 Box 10.3 
7.3 Completing of the Sentence 10.4 
7.4 Compliant Sentence 10.8 
7.5 Crime of Violence 10.9 
7.6 Criminal History Score 10.10 
7.7 Dark Gray or Dark Shaded Boxes 10.11 
7.8 Departure 10.12 
7.9 Drug Grid 10.13 
7.10 Enhancement or Statutory Enhancements 10.14 
7.11 Event 1.3.6 10.15 
7.12 Felony Offense 10.16 
7.13 Five-Year Window 10.17 
7.14 Guidelines 10.19 
7.15 Instant Case 10.21 
7.16 Lapsed Conviction/Adjudication 10.22 
7.17 Light Gray or Light Shaded Boxes 10.23 
7.18 Long Split Sentence, Compliant 10.24 
7.19 Mandatory Minimum 10.26 
7.20 Master Grid 10.25 
7.21 Misdemeanor Offense 10.27 
7.22 Mitigating Factor 10.28 
7.23 New Beginnings or its Functional Equivalent 10.29 
7.24 Offense of Conviction 10.31 
7.25 Offense Severity Group 10.32 
7.26 Out-of-District Offense 10.33 
7.27 Prior Conviction, Prior Adjudication 10.34 
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7.28 Prison Sentence, Compliant 10.35 
7.29 Probation Sentence, Compliant 10.36 
7.30 Real Offense Conduct 10.1 
7.31 Revived Conviction 10.37 
7.32 Short Split Sentence, Compliant 10.38 
7.33 Statutory Minimum 10.39 
7.34 Ten-Year Window  10.40 
7.35 Voluntary Guidelines 10.41 
7.36 White or Unshaded Boxes 10.42 

 

2023 Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section (s) 
Chapter 8 Frequently Asked Questions Heading 

8.1 How should a presentence report writer 
determine whether prior convictions are part of 
the same event? 

3.8 Online 

8.2 What should a presentence report writer do if 
they cannot determine whether multiple prior 
convictions arose out of a single event or 
multiple events? 

3.8 Online 

8.3 How should a presentence report writer score 
an out-of-District statute that closely matches 
multiple D.C. Code offenses? 

Online 

8.4 How is an out-of-District offense for Possession 
of Implements of Crime or Possession of a 
Prohibited Weapon scored when the defendant 
has a prior felony conviction that, if charged 
here, would raise the offense from a 
misdemeanor to a felony? 

Online 

8.5 Can you provide a summary of what counts in 
Criminal History scoring? 

Online 

8.6 Are lapsed juvenile adjudications counted in 
the Criminal History score? 

Online 

8.7 Are lapsed misdemeanor convictions counted 
in the Criminal History score? 

Online 

8.8 When calculating Criminal History, how do you 
score prior D.C. Superior Court convictions for 
“any other felony” or “attempted crime not 
listed”? 

Online 

8.9 How are sentences based solely on revocation 
proceedings scored? 

Online 

8.10 Do the Guidelines apply to indeterminate 
sentences? If yes, how does it work? 

8.1 Online 

8.11 Do the Guidelines apply to sentences under the 
Youth Rehabilitation Act? 

Online 
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8.12 What is the Offense Severity Group for 
Distribution of or PWID Synthetic Marijuana or 
Synthetic Cannabinoid? 

Online 

 

2023 Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section (s) 
Chapter 9 Hypotheticals Heading 

9.1 Prison Only Online 
9.2 Probation Permissible Online 
9.3 Short Split Sentence Permissible Online 
9.4 Criminal History Issues: Adult Lapse and 

Misdemeanor Caps 
Online 

9.5 Criminal History Issues: Adult Revival & Out-of-
District Convictions 

Online 

9.6 Criminal History Issues: Juvenile Adjudications Online 
9.7 Mitigating Factor Online 
9.8 Aggravating Factor Online 
9.9 Enhancements Online 
9.10 Concurrent Sentences Online 
9.11 Consecutive Sentences Online 
9.12 Criminal History Counts for One Offense, Not 

for Another 
Online 

9.13 Order of Sentencing Online 
9.14 Rule 11(c)(1)(C) Plea Online 
9.15 Compliant Long Split Online 
9.16 Multiple Counts; Merger; Mandatory Minimums Online 
9.17 Indeterminate Sentences for Pleas and Verdicts 

after June 14, 2004 
Online 

9.18 Visual Aids: Lapse Online 
9.19 Lapse and Revival Online 

 

2023 Section 2023 Table of Contents Description 2025 Section (s) 
Appendix A Master Grid Appendix A 
Appendix B Drug Grid Appendix B 
Appendix C Sentencing Chart in Alphabetical Order Appendix C 
Appendix C-I Sentencing Chart by D.C. Code Citation Online 
Appendix D Ranking Chart (Most Common Offense) Online 
Appendix E Guide to Split Sentences Online 
Appendix F Probation and Supervised Release Quick 

Reference 
Appendix D 

Appendix G Fine Amounts Appendix E 
Appendix H Statutory Enhancements Appendix F 

 
Appendix I 2023 Amendments to the Guidelines Manual Appendix G OCDR – 2.5.3 

 


